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PREFACE. 


Hil ﬆ the Conſiderations a- 
bout Religion and Rea- 
fon, ( to which the following Eſſay 
1s annex'd ) were not yet come from 
the Preſs , the Learned Publiſher of 
them falling one day into Diſcourſe 
with me about the Deſign they aim'd 
at,and ſome of the Points they treatetl 
of and particularly the ReſurreQion; 
our Diſcourſe occaſion'd my letting 
him know, that T had long ſince had 
thoughts, ind perbaps imparted ſome 
of them to my Friends, about ſuth 
Subjecis,and that in particular about 
the ReſurreQtion T bad yet by wit 
a Manuſeript, wherein divers years 
ago I had endeavonr'd to ſhew, that 
the Phileſophical Diffeculties , urg'd 
againſt the' Poſlibility of the Reſur- 
rettion, were nothing acar ſo inſupe- 
rable, as they are by ſome is hf \ 
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aud by othzrs granted tobe, . Vpon 
this Notice, the Curioſity he expreſs d 
to ſee this Eſſay, engaged me quickly 
to bring it bim z though my being rea- 
dy to go from London wade me do it 
without ſtaying to look it over tity 
ſelf; much leſs, to add what ſince oc- 
cur:'4 to me about thetbings treated 
of in it. , But notwithſtanding its 
JmperfeStions, and my unwillingneſs 
to. let it go abroad; eſpecially with= 
out ſome Papers'that ſhould bawe pre- 
ceded it, the Learned Peruſer would 
-not be denied leave to ſend it, (in 

my. abſence ) ynalter'd to the Preſs, 
and | Join .it to the Trad be expetied 
thence : . poſutively affirming 6 that 1 
ought no longer. to ſtifle a Diſcourſe, 
that be judg'd. wery ſeafonable, and 
thought likely to do good.. In which 
ConjeGure if he do\not prove miſta- 
ken, I hope ſame more ingenious than 
| religions Men, ſeeing what can be 0a- 
by ay by fo incompetent. a Pen as 


mine, 
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mine , for one of the moſi PP 
brizes of Chriſtianity, will bere- 
by be made leſs forward to condemn 
al thoſe for Deſertors of Reaſon, 
that ſubmit 10 Revelation. And I 
ſhall hope too, ( on the other ſide, ) 
that ſome more Religious , than, in 
this matter, well-inform d Men, will 
be induc d to think, that what they 
call the New Philoſophy may fur- 
niſh us with ſome new Weapons for 
the defence of our ancienteſt Creed ; 

and that Corpulcularian Principles 
may not only be admitted without 
Epicurean Errors , but be employ'd 
againſt them. 


ERRATA, 


Ag. 3. line 26, read deceaſe for decreaſe. p. 10.1. 21, 
read Kircherw, a Polonian Phyſitian in Querceta- 
uu. p, 12.1, 36, r, require. p, 13,1. 27. 1. % mcant. pe ly, 


]. penulr, read firſt poſſeſſor,p.19. 1. 1. r. are of a+ P. 29. 
1.4.r.I did(purpoſely) but touch.p. 3g. 1. 7. r. dndfor an, 
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RESURRECTION. 


B He Queſtion about which my 
a thoughts' are deſired being 
this; Whether to believe the 
 ReſurreFion of the Dead, which 
the Chriſtian Religion teaches, be not to be- 
lieve an Impoſſubility * I ſhall, before I 
proceed any further,ctave leave to ſtate 
the Queſtion ſomewhat more clearly 
and diſtin&tly 5 that, being freed from 
Ambiguities, you may the better know 
in what ſenſe [underſtand -it in my An- 
(wer; in the returning whereof, your 
Friend need not deſire me to infilt bur 
| upon 


(2) 


upon my own Thoughts,unleſs he could 
do me the favor to dire&t me to ſome 
Author, which I have not yet ſeen,that 
has expreſly treated, upon Philoſophi- 
cal grounds, of the Queſtion he pros 
poles, 

Firſt then 1 take it for granted, that 
he does n«t mean, whether the Reſur- 
re&ion 1s a thing knowable, or directly 
provable by the meer Light of Nature. 
For, if God had not, in the Scripture, 
politively revealed his purpoſe of Rai- 
ling the Dead, I confeſs , Iſhould not 
have thought of any ſuch thing , ngle 
ther do I know, how to prove that it" 
will be, but by flying, nor only, to the 
Veracity, but the Power of God; who 
having declar'd that he will raiſe the 
Dead, and being an Almighty Agent, I 
have reaſon to believe, that he will not 
Fail to perform what he has foretold, 

Nor do I ( ſecondly ) underſtand 
the Queſtion to be, Whether the Reſur- 
redion be poſſible to be effefted by 
meerly Phyſical Agents and means, For 
that ir is not to be brought to paſs ac- 
cording to the common courſe of Na- 
ture, I preſume 3 after the univerſal ex- 
perience of ſo many Ages, which have 
afforded us no inſtances of it. ' And 

though 
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though'perhaps in Speculation it ſeems 
not abſolutely repugnant to Reaſon, 
that the ſcatter'd parts of a dead Body 
might be reconjoin'd, ſoon after the 
death of the Man; yet I think you. will 
eaſily grant it to be morally ifnpoſible, 
that this ſhould happen to any one per- 
{on, and much more, that it may, nay, 
that it will, happen toall the perſons of 
Mankind at'the worlds end : So that 
when I treat of the'poſhibility of the 
General: Reſurredion, [take it for grant- 
ed,thar God has been pleas'd to promiſe 
gffd declare, that there ſhall be one,and 
that 1rſhald be effeQed, not by or accord- 
ing to' the-ordinary courſe of Nature, 
but by his own Power.” On which -oc- 
caſion, [ remember, that when our Savi- 
our, treating of the Reſurred ion,Glenc d 
the Sadduces that deny d it, he conjoins, 
as the' cauſes of ther Error, the two 
things I have pointed atan this Obſerva- 
tion, and in the firft that preceded it : 
Ton err, ſays he , tot knowing the Scri- 
ptures, n6r the Power of God. And when 
an Angel would aſſure the bletled Vir- 
gin, that ſhe ſhould bare .a Child with- 
out the intervention of - a Man, (which 
was a caſe ſomewhat akin to ours, ſince 


twas a production of a Hymane Body 
| B 32 out 
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out of a ſmall portion of humane ſub. 
ſtancein a ſupernatural way, ) he con- 
cludes his ſpeech by telling her , That 
nothing fþall prove impoſſible ta God. 

_ 'In the third place, I ſuppoſe, that 
the Article of the Keſurred7on, taught 
by the Chriſtian Religion, ts not here 
meant by the Propoſer in ſuch a lati- 
rude, as to comprize all that any parti- 
cular Church or Seft of Chriftians,much 
leſs any private DoQtor or otherWriter, 
hath taught about the Reſurre@7on z but 
only what is plainly taught about 'it in 
the holy Scriptures themſelves. . And 
therefore, if befides what there fo de- 
liver'd, the Propofer hath met with any 
thing that he judges to be impoſlible in 
its own Nature, he hath my free conſent 
to deal with the' Authors and Abetrors 
of \uch unreaſonable Opinions, (which 
I declare my felf to be not only uncon- 
cern'd to defend, but ſufficiently dif- 
pos'd to reject, ) as raſhnefles yafriend- 
ly to the growth of Chriſtianity. 

4. And now. that I may'yet further 
clear the way for the Diſcourſe that is 
to follow, and obviate ſome ObjeCtions 
and Scruples, which I think-'tis better 
ſeaſonably to prevent, than ſolemnly to 
anſwerz Iſhall deſire your leave to lay 
down 
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down 1n this place a couple of Conſi- 
derations3 of which I ſhall begin wi:h 
this, that 'tis no ſuch eaſte way,as at fir(t 
it ſeems, to determine what is ablolute- 
ly neceſſary and but ſufficient to make 
a portion of Matter, canfider'd at dif- 
fering times or places, to be fit to be 
reputed the ſame Body. 

That the generality of Men do in 
vulgar Speech allow themſelves a great 
latitude about this affair, will be eafily 
granted by him, that obſerves the re- 
ceived forms of (peaking, Thus Rome 
is ſaid to be the ſame City, though it 
hath been ſo often taken and ruin'd by 
the Barbarians and others, that perhaps 
ſcarce any of the firſt houſes have been 
left ſtanding, and at lealt very few re- 
main in compariſon of thoſe that have 
been demoliſhed, and have had others 
built in their ſtead, - Thus an Unzverſe- 
ty is ſaid to be the ſame, though ſome 
Colledges fall to ruine, and new ones 
are built ; and though once in an Age 
all the perſons that compos'd it , de- 
creaſe, and are ſucceeded by others, 
Thus the Thames 1s (aid to be the ſame 
River, that it was in the time of our 
Forefathers, though indeed the water 


that now runs under London-bridge, 1s 
B 3 not 
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: of the ſame that ran there an hour a- 
oo, and 1s quite other than that which 
will run there an hour hence. And (© 
the Flame of a Candle is ſaid to be the 
ſame for many hours together, though 
it indeed be every minute a new body, 
and the kindled Particles, that compoſe 
it at any time afſlign'd, are continually 
putting off the form of flame, and are 

epaired by a ſucceſſion of like ones. 
Nor is it by the Vulgar only that the 
Notion of Identity has been uneafie to 
be penetrated. Forit ſeems, that even 
the ancient Philoſophers have been 
puzled about it, witneſs their Diſputes, 
whether the ſhip of Theſes were the 
ſame after it had (like that of Sir Fran- 
cis Drake) been ſo patch'd up from time 
ro time to preſerve it as a Monument, 
that ſcarce any Plank remain'd of the 
former ſhip, new Timber having been 
ſubſtituted in the place of any part 
thatinlength of time rotted, Andeven 
in Metaphyſicks themſelves, I think it no 
caſte task to eſtabliſh a true and ade- 
uate Notion of 7dertity, and clearly 
etermine, what 1s the true Principle 
of Individuation, And at all this I do 
not mach wonder; for almoſt every 
Man that thinks, conceives in his mjnd 
this 
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this or that Quality or Relation, or Ap- 
grepate of Qualities,to be that which 1s 
eſlential to ſuch a Body, and proper to 
giveit ſuch a Denomination 3 whereby 
it comes to paſs,that,as one Man chiefly 
reſpects this thing, and another that, in 
a Body that bears ſuch a name; fy one 
Man may eaſily look upon a Body asthe 
ſame, becauſe it retains what he chiefly 
conlider'd in it, whillt another thinks it 
to be chang'd into a new Body, becauſe 
it has loſt chat which he thought was the 
denominating Quality or Atrribute. 
Thus Philoſophers and Phylittans difa- 
gree about Water and Ice, ſome taking 
the latter to be but the former difſgui- 
ſed, becaule they are both of them cold 
and ſimple Bodies, and the latter eafily 
reducible ro the former, by being freed 
from the exceſlive and adventitious de- 
oree of coldne(s 3 whil [t others, looks 
1ng upon fluidity as effential to Water, 
think [ce upen the ſcore of its ſolidity 
ro be a diltinCt ſpecies of Bodies. And 
ſo Peripztcticks and Chymiſts often dif- 
agree about the Aſhes and Calces of 
burnt Bodies; the firſt refcrring them 
to Earth, becauſe of their permanency 
and fixtneſs, and divers of the Spag yriſts 
taking them to be Bodies ſui generis, 
. - becauſe 
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becauſe common Aſhes uſually contain 
a cauſtick Salt, whereas Earth ought to 
be infipid : And thelike may be ſaid of 
ſome Wood-aſhes and Lime-ſtone, and 
even Coral, which, when well-calcin'd 
and recent, have a biting taſte, beſides 
that ſome of them that are inſipid may 
be reduc'd into Metals, as may be eaſily 
enough try'd in the Calces of Lead and 
Copper. 

Theſe difficulties about the Notion 
of Identity I have therefore taken no- 
rice of, that we may not thinkit ſtrange, 
that among the ancient Hebrews and 
Greeks, whoſe Languages were ſoremote 
In ſeveral regards from ours, the fami- 
liar expreſhions employ'd about the 
ſameneſs of a Body ſhould not be lo 
preciſe as were requiſice for thezy turn, 
who maintain the Reſurrefjon in the 
moſt rigid ſenſe, And this leads me 
from the firſt of my two Confiderattons 
to the ſecond. 

That ( then ) 'tis not repugnant or 
unconſonant to the Holy Scripture, to 
fappolſe, that: a comparatively ſmall 
quantity of che matter of a Body, be- 
ing increas'd either by Afſtmilation or 
ather convenient Appoſition of aptly 
diſpoſed matter, may bear the name of 

| the 
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the former Body, I think I may reaſona- 
bly gather from the three following 
Expreſſions, I meet with in the Old and 
New Teſtament. 

For firſt, St. Paxl in the 15th Chapter 
of his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
where he profeſlecly treats of the Ae- 
ſurreFjen, and anſwers this Queſtion 3 
But ſome Man will ſay, How are the Dead 
raiſed up £ And with what Body do they 
come? ver. 35: He more than once ex- 
plains the matter by the ſimilitude of 
Sowing , and tells them , Yer. 37. That 
whach thou ſoweſt , thou ſoweſt not that 
Body that ſhall bez but bare Grain, it may 
chance of Wheat, or of ſome other Grain, 
Adding , that God gives this ſeed a Body 
as he thought fit, to each ſeed its own 
Body, ver. 38, Now, if we conſider the 
multitudeof Grains of Corn, that may 
in a good Soil grow out of One3 inſo- 
much that our Saviour ſpeaking in the 
Parable de Jero Dominico, of a whole 
Field, tells us, that the Grain may well 
bear a hundred for one : We cannot but 
think, that the Portion of the matter 
of the Seed that is in each of the Grains 
(not to reckon what may be contained 
in the Roots, Stalk,and Chaff, ) muſt be 
very (mall, 

I will 
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I will not now conſider, whether this 
Text juſtifies the ſuppoſition of a Pla- 
ſtick Power in ſome part of the matter 
of a deceaſed Body ; whereby, being 
divincly excited, it may be enabled to 
take to its ſelf freſh matter, and (o ſub- 
doe and faſhion 1, as thence ſufficiently 
to repair or augment itſelf; though the 
Compariſon leveral times employed by 
St. Paul, (ſeems to favour ſuch an Hyps- 
theſrs, Nor will ! examine, what may 
be argued from conſ1dering,that Leaver, 
though at firſt not differing from other 
Dough, is by a light change of Quali- 
ties, that it acquires by time, enabled 
to work upon and ferment a great pro- 
ment a great Proportion of other 
Dough. Nor yet will I here debate, 
what may be laid in favour of this 
Conjecture from thoſe hyms | Expe- 
riments, by which Kirclerus ,* Onere- 
tanss, and others. are afficmed to have 
by a gentle heat been able to repro- 
duce in well-cloſed Vials the perfect 
Idea's of Plants deſtroyed by the hre : 
1 will not, [(ay, in this place enter upon 
a Diſquilition of any of theſe things, 
both becauſe I want time to go thorow 
with itz and becauſe,though the Reſuſ- 
citation, ſuppolivg the matter of Fact, 
may 
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may giveno {mall countenance to our 
Cauſe; yet I do not either abſolute- 
ly need it, or perhaps fully acquieſce 
in all the Circumſtances and Inferences 
that ſeem to belong to it, But one thing 
there is, that I muſt not leave unmen- 
tion'd in this place 3 becauſe I received 
it, ſoon after the Tryal was made, from 
two eminent Perſons of my Acquaint- 
ance, Men of great Veracity as well as 
Judgment 3 whereof one made the Ex- 
periment, and the other ſaw it made in 
his own Garden, where the Tryer of 
the Experiment, (for he was ſo mo- 
deſt, that he would not confeſs himſelf 
ro be the Author of it,) rook ſome 
Aſhes of a Plant juſt like our Engliſh | 
red Poppy, and having ſow'd theſe Al- 
caliſate Aſhes in my Friends Garden, 
they did, ſooner than was expeCted,pro- 
duce certain Plants larger and fairer 
than any of that kind that had: been 
ſeen in thoſe parts. Which ſeems to 
argue, that in the ſaline and earthy, j. e, 
the fix'd Particles of a Vegetable, that 
has been diſſipated and deſtroyed by 
the violence of the fire, there may re- 
main a Plaſtick Power inabling them to 
contrive diſpoſed Matter,ſo as to repro- 
duce ſuch a Body as was formerly de- 
ſtroy- 
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ſtroyed, But to this Plaſtick Power, 
reſiding in any portion. of the deſtroyed 
Body itſelf, it will ban benece(- 
ſary to have recourſe; fince /an Exter- 
nal and Omnipotent Agent can without 
it perform all that I need contend for : 
As Itthink I might gather from that o- 
ther expreſſion of Holy Scripture, that 
I meet with in the ſecond Chapter of 
Geneſis, where 'tis ſaid, That the Lord 
God cauſed a deep ſleep to fall upon 
Adam, and he ſiept; and he took one of 
his Ribs, and cloſed up the fleſh inſtead 
thereof. And the Rib which the Lord 
God had taken from Man, made he a 
Woman , and brought her unto the Man, 
Ver. 21, 22. For, (ince it cannot be 
pretended, that either the whole or any 
conſiderable portion of Eve's Body was 
taken out of Adams, which was depri- 
ved but of aRib : And ſince it cannot 
be probably athrm'd, that this Rib had 
any Spermatick Faculty, both becauſe 
the Text aſſigns the Formation of the 
' Womanto God, and becauſe the Semi- 
nal Principles in Animals requires the 
commixture of Male and Female, the 
latter of which the Text ſuppoſes nor 
to have been then made; Why may I 


not conclude, That, if it pleaſe God 4 ; 
is 
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his immediate Operation to take a Por- 

tion of the Matter of a Humane Body, 
and add to it a far greater quantity, et- 
ther of newly created, or of pre-ex- 
iſtent, Matter 3 the new Body ſo framed 
may,congruouſly enough to Scripture- 
expreſſions, be reputed to be made of 
the former Body, And accordingly 
Adam ( Ver, 23. ) gives the _— 
why he called his Wife 1a, which our 
Tranſlation renders, Woman; becauſe 
ſhe was taken out.of 1 , which in our 
Verſion is render'd, May. 

The other Text that I conſider to my 
preſent purpoſe, is the myſtical. - 2-4 
reFion deſcrib'd in Ezekzel's Viſlon, 
where all, that remain of the dead Men 
that were to riſe up an Army of living 
Men, was a Valley full of dry Bones, 
which being by the Divine Power ap- 
proach'd to one another, and made to 
join together in a convehient manner, 
were afterwards by the ſupernatural 
Appoſition of either newly created, or 
extrinſecally ſupplied, Matter, 
furniſh'd with Sinews , ( by 
which I ſuppoſe 8 mcant not only 
Nerves, but Veflels, Tendons, Es 
Ligaments, &c. ) and Fleſh v:ts oa 


cover'd with skins 3 and laſt of all a 
vivifying 


Ezek. 37. 
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vivifying ſpirit was convey'd into them 
that made them ſtand upon 
their feet alive, an exceeding 
great Army, Whence I gather, thar 
*tis not unconſonant to the expreſhons 
of Scripture, to ſay, that a Portion of 
the Matter of a dead Body, being uni- 
ted with a far greater Portion of Mat- 
ter furniſh'd from without by God him- 
ſelf, and completed into a Humane Bo- 
dy, may be reputed the ſame Man that 
was dead before. Which may appear 
both by the tenor of the Viſion, and 
particularly from the' exprefftion ſet 
downii the 10th verſe, where God cal- 
ling for the enlivening Spirit, names the 
completed, but nor yet revived, Bodies, 
Theſe ſlain, as if he now counted'them 
the ſame,that had formerly been kil”a. 
Theſe preliminary Conſiderations be- 
ing thus laid down, we may now pro- 
ceed to examine more cloſely thoſe *dif- 
ficulties, which are ſaid to demonſtrate 
the Impoſſibility of the ReſurreFion ; the 
ſubſtance of which difficulties may be 
compriz'd in this Objection, © 
When a man is once really dead, di- 
vers of the parts of his Body will, '#c- 
cording to the courſe of Nature,reſolve 
themſelves into multitudes of _—_ 
ef tnat 


Ver. 9, 10. 


666 


CERT” 1-1, 

that wander to and froin the Air; and 
the remaining parts, that are either 1i- 
quid or ſoft, undergo ſo great a cor- 
ruption and change, that 'tis not poſſi- 
ble, ſo many ſcatter'd parts ſhould be a- 
gain brought together, and reunited af- 
ter the ſame manner wherein they exiſt- 
ed in a humane Body, whil(t it was yet 
alive. And much more impeſhble *tis 
to effet this Reunion, if the Body have 
been, as it often happens, devoured by 
wild Beaſts or Fiſhes; ſince 1n this caſe, 
though the ſcatter'd Particles of the 
Cadaver might be recover'd as Particies 
of Matter, yet having already paſt into 
the ſubſtance of other Animals, they 
are quite tranſmuted,as being informed 
by the new form of the Beaſt or Fiſh 
thardevoured them, and of which they 
now make a Subſtantial part, 

And yet far more impoſſible will this 
Redintegration be, if we put the caſe, 
that the dead Body be devoured by Can- 
2ibals 3 for then the ſame Fleſh belong- 
ing ſucceſhvely to two differing per- 
ſons, 'tis impoſſible that both ſhould 
have it reſtored to them at once,or that 
any footſteps ſhould remain of the Re- 
lation it had tothe firſt Peofeſlor, 

In anſwer to this (indeed wegney') 
Ob- 
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Objeftion, I have ſeveral things to 
offer, 

And firſt, I conſider, that a Humane 
Body is not as a Statue of Braſs or Mar- 
b'e, that may continue z as to ſenſe, 
whole ages in a permanent ſtate 3 but is 
in a perpetual flux or changing conditi- 
on, ſince it grows 1n all its Parts, and all 
its Dimenſions, from a Corpuſculum, no 
bigger than an InſeR, to the full ſtature 
of Man; which in many perſons, that 
are tall and fat , may amount to a vaſt 
bulk, which could not happen but by a 
conſtant appoſition and aſſimilation of 
new Parts to the primitive ones of the 
little Embryo; and (ince. Men, as other 
Animals, grow but to a certain pitch, 
and till a certain age ( unleſs perhaps it 
be the Crocodile, which ſome affirm to 
grow always till death, and therefore 
muſt diſcharge a great part of what 
they eat and drink by inſenſible tran(- 
piration, which San@orizs's Statical Ex- 
periments, as well as mine, aſſure metro 
be ſcarce credibly great, as ro Men and 
ſome other Animals,both hot and cold; 
itwill follow, that in no very great 
compals of time, a great part of the ſub- 
ſtance of a Humane Body muſt be clian- 
ged: And yet 'cis conſiderable, that the 
Boney 
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ye of a ſtable and laſting Texture, as 1 
found not only by ſome Chymical 
Tryals, but by the Sculls and Bones 
of men, whom Hiſtory records to have 
been kill'd an exeeding long time ago, 
of which Note we may hereafter make 
ule. 

oecondly, T conſider, that there is 
no determinate Bulk or Size that is 
neceſlary tro make a humane Body paſs 
for the ſame, and that a very ſmall 
portion of Matter will ſome times {erve 
the turn; as an Embryo, for inſtance, 
in the Womb, a new born Babe, a 
Man at his full ſtature, and a decrepit 
Man of perhaps an hundred yearsold, 
notwithſtanding the vaſt' ditference ' of 
their ſizes, are ſtill reputed to be the 
ſame perſon; as is evident by the cuſtom 
of Crowning Kings and Emperors in 
the Mothers belly, and by putting Mur- 
derers &*c to death in their old age 
for Crimes committed in their youth 
and if a very tall and unweildy fat Man 
ſhould , as it ſometimes happens , be 
reduced by a Conſumption to a Sce- 
leton, as they ſpeak, yet none would 
deny, that this waſted Man were the 


ſame with him that had onceſocnor- - 


moully big a Body. 
A : C I co- 
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[ conſider alſo, that a Body may ei- 
ther conſi(t of, or abound with, ſuch 
Corpulcles. as may be varicnlly afſoci- 
ated with thoſe of other Bodies, and 
exceedingly diſguiſed with thoſe Mix- 
os 6 yet retain their own Nature 5 
of this we have divers inſtances 1n Me- 
talline Bodies : Thus Gold, for exam- 
ple, when diſſolved in Aqua Regs , paſ- 
ſes .for a Liquor, and when dexterouſ- 
ly coagulated, it appears a Salt or Vi- 
triol: By another operation, I have ta- 
ken pleaſure to make it part of the Fu- 
el of a Flame: Being dexterouſly con- 
joined to another Mineral, it may bere- 
duced to Glaſs : Being well precipita- 
ted with Mercury, it makes a glorious 
tranſparent Powder : Being precipita- 
ted with Spirit of Urine, or Oyl of Tar- 
tar per deliquium, it makes a fulminating 
Calx that goes off very eaſily, yet is far 
{tronger than Gun-powder : Being pre- 
Ccipitated with a certain other Alkal;, 
the Fire turns it to a fixt and purple 
Calx, And yet in ſpight of all thefe 
and divers other diſguiſes, the Gold re- 
tains its Nature; as may be evinced by 
Chymical operations, eſpecially by Re- 
duQtions. Afercury alſo is a greater Pro- 


texs than Gold , ſometimes putting - 
the 
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the form of a Vapor 3 ſometimes ap- 
pearing in that of an almoſt inſipid wa- 
ter 3 ſometimes aſſuming in that condi- 
tion the form of a red Pouder; ſome- 
times that of a white one, and of a yel- 
low one,or of a Chryſtalline Salt, of a 
Malleable Metal 3 of what not? And 
yet all theſe are yarious dreſles of the 
ſame Quickſilver, which a skilful Artiſt 
may eaſily makeit put off, and re-appear 
In its native ſhape, 

And though it be true, that inſtances 
of the permanence of Corpuſcles, that 
paſs under ſucceſſive diſguiſes , may be 
mucin eaſter found among Metals and 
Minerals,than Vefetables and Animals 
yet there are ſome to be met with a- 
mong theſe: For,not to mention Hippo- 
crates his affirmation. about purging a 
Child with the Milk of an Animal that 
had taken Elaterium, (if Imiſremember 
not the Drugg.) not to mention this, [ 
ſay; Iremember, that when once pal- 
ſed a Spring in Savoy, I obſerved , that 
all the Butter that was made in ſome 
places, taſ[ted ſo rank of a certain weed, 
that at that time of the year abounds 
there in the Fields, that it made ſtran- 
gers much nauſeate the Butter, which 


otherwiſe was very good, If itbe con- 
C 2 ſider'd 


( 20) 
fider'd, how many,if I mayſocall them, 
Elaborate Alterations the rank Corpuſ- 
cles of this weed muſt have undergone 
in the various digeftions of the Cows 
Stomach, Heart, Breaſts, &c. and that' 
afterward two Separations at leaſt were 
ſuperadded, the one of the Cream 
fromthe reſt of the Milk, and the other 
of the unQuous parts of the Cream 
from the Sernm or Butter-milk; it will 
ſcarce be deny'd , but that vegetable 
Corpulcles may by aflociation paſs 
through divers diſguiſes, without loling 
their Naturezeſpecially conſidering, that 
the eſlential Attributes of ſuch Coroul- 
cles may remain undeſtroyed , though 
no ſenſible quality ſurvive to make 
proof of itz as1n our newly mention- 
ed Example the often(iveTaſte did. And 
beſides what we commonly obſerve on 
the Sea-coaſt, of the Fiſhy taſte of 
thoſe Sea-birds, that feed onely upon 
Sea-fiſh, I have purpoſely enquired of 
an obſerving Man that lived upon a 
part of the Jriſh Coaſt, where the 
Cuſtom 1s to fatren their Hogs with a 
Shell-ffh, which that place very much 
abounds with, about the taſte of their 
Pork : To which he anſwered me, that 


the Fleſh had ſo ſtrong and rank a on 
® 
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of the Fiſh, that ſtrangers could not en- 
dure to eat it. Thereis a certain fruit 
mn America, very well known to our 
Engliſh Planters, which many of them 
call the Prickle-Peare, whole very red 
juyce being eaten with the pulp of the 
fruit, whereof it is a part, doth ſo well 
make its way through the divers {train- 
ers and digeſtions of the Body, that it 
makes the Urine red enough to per- 
ſuade thoſe that are unacquainted with 
this property, that they pits Blood 3 as I 
have been ſeveral times affured by un- 
ſuſpefted Eye-witnelles, But more odd 
1s that which 1s related by a Learned 
Man, that ſpent ſeveral years upon the 
Dutch: and Engliſh Plantations in the 
Charibe Iſlands, who ſpeaking of a 
Fruit, ( which I remember [have ſeen, 
but had not the liberty to make tryal of 
it, ) called Janipa, or Junipa, growing 
in ſeveral ot thoſe I{lands, he tells us, 
among other things, that ax temps, &c. 
which is at the ſeaſon when this Fruit 
falls from the Tree, the Hogs that feed 
on it, haye both their Fleſh and Far of 
a violet colour, as Experience witacſ- 
ſeth, ( which colour is the ſame that 
the juyce dyes; ) and the like happens 
tothe Fleſh of Parrots and other Birds 

"3 that 
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that feed upon it. I ſhall by and by 
give you an inſtance of a Vegetable 
ſ\ubſtance, which, though torn in pieces 
by very corroſive Liquors, and (ſo dif- 
guiſed as to leave no ſuſpition of what 
it was, does thereby not only not loſe its 
Nature. but is in an immediate capacity 
of re-appearing cloathed even with the 
ſenſible qualities of it, as colour, taſte 
and (mel]. 

Having thus ſhewn , that the Par- 
ticles of a Body may retain their Na- 
ture under various diſguiſes, I now pro- 
ceed to add, that they may be {tript of 
thoſe diſguiſes, or, to ſpeak without a 
Metaphor, be extricated from thoſe 
Compoſitions wherein they are diſgui- 
ſel, and that ſometimes by ſuch ways as 
thoſe that are ſtrangers to the nicer 
operations of Nature; . would never 
have thought upon, nor will not per- 
haps judge probable when propos'd, 
'Tis not unknown to expert Chymilts, 
that , in deſpight of all the various 
ſhapes, which that Protexs, Mercury, may 
be made toappear in,as of aChriſtalline 
Sublimate, a red Precipitate, a yellow 
Turbith, a Vapor, a clear Water, a Cin- 
naber,&c3 a skilful method of Redu- 
Qion will quickly free it from all that 
an. regret | "—" *_ 
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made it impoſe upon our ſenſes , and 
reappear in the form of plain running 
Mercury. And though Vitrification be 
looked upon by Chymiſts as the ulti- 
mate ation of the Fire, and powerful- 
leſt way of making inſeparable conjun- 
Qions of Bodies; yet even out of glaſs 
of Lead, for inſtance, (made of Sand, 
and the aſhes of a Metal, ) though the 
Tranſmutation ſeems fo great, that the 
dark and flexible Metal is turned into a 
very tranſparent and brittle maſsz yet 
even from this have we recover'd opa- 
cous and milleable Lead. . And though 
there be ſeveral ways , beſides Precipi- 
tations , of divorcing ſubſtances that 
ſeem very ſtrictly, if not unſeparably, 
united 5 (which though I may perhaps 
have practiſed, it isnot now convenient 
I ſhould diſcourſe of;)yet by Precipita- 
tion alone, if a Man have the $kill to 
chooſe proper Precivitants, ſeveral Se- 
parations may not only be made, but be 
ealily and throughly made that every 
one would not think of: For, 'tis not 
neceſlary, that in all Precipttations, as 
1s obſerved in moſt of the vulgar ones, 
the precipitant Body ſhould indeed 
make a Separation of -the diflolved Bo- 
dy from the maſs or bulk of that Liquor 
C 4 Or 
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or other Adjun@, whereto 'twas before 
united, but (ſhould not be able to per- 
form this without aſlociating its own 
Corpulcles with thoſe of the Body it 
ſhould reſcue, and ſo make in ſome ſenſe 
a new and further Compoſition. For, 
that ſome Bodies may precipitate others 
withoat uniting themſelves with them, 
is,.cafily proved by the Experiment 
of Refiners, ſeparating Silver from 
Copper; for, the Mixture being dif- 
ſolved in Aqua Fortis, if the Solution be 
afterward diluted by adding fifteen or 
twenty times as much common water, 
and you put into this Liquor a Copper- 
plate, you ſhall quickly ſee the Silver 
beoin to adhere to the Plate,not in the 
form of a Calx, as when Gold is preci- 
pitated to make Aurum fulminans, or 
Tin-glaſs to make a fine white Powder 
for a Frcs; but in the form of a ſhi- 
ning Metalline ſubſtance that needs no 
Farther reduction to be employed as 
good Silver. And by a proper Precipi- 
tant, I remember, I have alſo in a trice 
(perhaps in a minute of an hour )redu- 
ced a pretty quantity of well diſguiſed 
Mercury into running Quickſilver. And 
if one can well appropriate the Preci- 
pitants to the Bodies they are to reco- * 
Yely 
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ver,very ſlight and unpromiſing Agents 
may perform great matters in a ſhort 
timez as you may gueſs by the Experi- 
ment I lately promiſed you : Which is 
this, that, it you take a piece of Cam- 
phire, and Ict it lie awhile upon Oyl of 
Vitriol, ſhaking them now and then, it 
will be ſo corroded by the Oy], as to- 
tally to diſappear therein without re- 
taining ſo much as 1ts ſmell, or any ma- 
nifeſt quality. whereby one may ſuſpect 
there is Camphairg in that Mixture 3 and 
yet, that a Vegetable ſubſtance , thus 
ſwallowed up. and changed by one of 
the moſt fretting and deſtroying ſub- 
ſtances that 1s yet knowa in the world, 
ſhould not only retain the eſſential qua- 
lities of its Nature, but be reſtorable to 
its obvious and ſenſible anes., in a mi- 
nute, and that by fo unpromiſing a we- 
dium as common water, you will readi- 
ly grant, if you pour the diflolved 
Camphire into a large proportion of - 
that Liquor, ro whole upper parts it 
will immediately emerge white, brittle, 
ſtrong-ſcented , and inflameable Cam- 
phire, as before. 

One main Conſideration I muſt add 
to the foregoing ones, namely , that 
Body and Body being bur a parcel, 
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and a parcel of univerſal Matter Me- 
chanically different; either parcel may 
ſucceſ{ively put on forms in a way of 
Circulation, if I may fo fpeak, till it re- 
turn to the form whence the reckoning 
was begun, having only its Mechanical 
afteQtions a!ter'd, 

That all Budres agree in one com- 
mon Matter, the Schools themſelves 
reach, making what they call the Mate- 
ria Primz to be the common Baſis of 
them all, and their ſpecifick differences 
to ſpring from their particular forms : 
And (ince the true Notion of Body 
conſli(ts either alone in its Extenſion,or 
in that, and [mpenetrability together it 
will follow, that the differences, which 
make the varieties of Bodies we ſee. 
mult not proceed from the Nature of 
Matter, of which as ſuch we have bur 
one uniform Conception ; but from cer- 
tain Attributes, ſuch as Motion, Size, 
Poſition, &c. that we are wont to call 
Mechanical Aﬀe&tions. To this 'twill 
be congruous,that a determinate porti- 
on of Matter being given, if we (up- 
pole that an intelligent and otherwiſe. 
duly qualified Agent do watch this por- 
tion of Matter in its whole progreſs, 
through the various forms it is made to * 

put 
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put on, till it come to the end of its 
courſe or ſeries of changes; if, I lay,we 
ſuppoſe this, and withal, that this intellj- 
gent Agent lay hold of this portion of 
Matter cloath'd in its ultimate form,and 
extricating it from any other parcels of 
Matter wherewith it may be mingled, 
make it exchange its laſt! Mechanical 
| AﬀeCtions for thoſe which it had when 
| the Agent firſt began to watch itz in 
ſuch caſe, I ſay, this portion of Matter, 
how many changes and diſguiſes ſoever 
it may have undergone in the mean 
time, will return to be whar it was 
and if it were before part of another 
Body to be reproduced, it will become 
capable of having the ſame Relation tg 
| jt that formerly it had. | 

To explain my meaning by a groſs 
Example; ſuppoſe, a Man cut a large 
Globe or Sphere of ſoft: Wax in two 
equal Parts or Hemiſpheres, and of the 
one make Cones, Cylinders, Rings, 
Screws, &*c. and kneadiny the other 
with Dough, make an appearance of . 
Pie-cruſt, Cakes, Vermicelli, ( as the 
Italians call Palte ſqueeze) thruugh a 
perforated Plate into the form of little 
Worms, ) Wafers, Biskets, ©. tis 
plain, that a Man may by —— 
Fan's 3 © _ 
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and other ways, ſeparate the Wax from 
the Dough or Paſte, and reduce it ina 
Mould to the (elf- ſame Hemiſphere of 
Waxit was before, and ſo he may de- 
ſtroy all chat made the other part of the 
Wax paſs for ſeveral Bodies, as Cones, 
or Cylinders, or Rings, &c, and may 
reduce it in a Mould to one diſtinct Se- 
mi-globe, fit to be reconjoined to the 
other, and ſo to recompole ſuch a 
Sphere of Waxas they conſtituted, be- 
fore the Biſeftion was made, And to 
give you anExample to the ſame pur- 
pole in acaſe thar ſeems much more dif- 
ficult; if you look upon Precipitate , 
carefully made per ſe,you would think, 
that Art has made a Body extreamly 
different from the common Mercury ; 
this being conſiſtent like a Powder, very 
red in colour, and purgative, and for 
the moſt part vomitive 1n operation, 
though you give but four or hve grains 
of it, and yet if you but preſs this Pou- 
der with a due heat, by putting the 
component Particles into a new and, fit 
motion, you may reunite them together 
ſo as to re-obtain or re-produce the 
ſamerunning Mercxry you had , before 
the Precipitate per ſe was made of; it, 


Here 
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Here I muſt beg your leaye to recom- 
mend more fully to your thoughts, that 
which ſoon after the beginning of this 
Diſcourſe, I did we (purpoſely) touch 
upon, and invite you to conſider with 
me, that the Chriſtian Doftrine doth 
not aſcribe the Reſurre@ion to Nature,or 
any created Agent, but to the peculiar 
and immediate operation of God, who 
has declar's, that betore the very laſt 
judgment, he will raiſe the dead. Where- 
fore, when I lately mentioned ſome Chy- 
mical ways of recovering Bodies from 
their various diſguiſes, I was far from 
any deſire it ſhould be imagined , thar 
ſuch ways were the only or the belt 
that can poſſibly be employed to ſuch 
anend, For, as the generality of Men, 
without excepting Philoſophers them- 
ſelves, would not have believed or 
thought, that, by eaſie Chymical ways, 
Bodies that are repnted to have paſs'd 
into a quite other nature, ſhould bere- 
duc'd or reſtor'd to their former condi- 
tion 3 ſo, till Chymiſtry and other parts 
of true Natural Philoſophy be more 
throughly underſtood and farther pro- 
moted, 'tis probable, that we can ſcarce 
now imagine , what Expedients to re- 


produce Bodies a further diſcovery o 
the 
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the Myſteries of Art and Nature, may 
lead us Mortals to, And muchleſs can 
our dim and narrow knowledge deter- 
mine, what means, even Phy{cal ones, 
the moſt wiſe Author of Nature, and 
abſolute Governor of the World is 
able to employ to bring the ReſurreF7or 
ro pals, ſince 'tis a part of the imper- 
feftion of inferior Natures to have but 
an imperfect apprehenſion of the pow- 
ers of one that is incomparably ſuperior 
to them. Andeven among us, a Chrld, 
though indowed with a reaſonable 
Soul, cannot conceive, how a Geometri- 
cian can meaſure inacceſſ1ble heights 
and diſtances, and much leſs how a Cof- 
mographer can determine the whole 
compaſs of the Earth and Sea, or an 
Aſtronomer inveſtigate how far *tis 
from hence to the Moon, and tell many 
years before, what day and hour,and to 
what degree, ſhe will be eclipſed. And 
indeed inthe i:dzcs, not only Children, 
but rational illiterate Men, could not 
perceive, how 'twas poſiible for the Ex- 
ropeans to converſe with one another by 
the help of a piece of Paper, at an 
hundred Miles diſtance, and in a Mo- 
ment produce Thunder and Lightning, 
and kill Men a great way off, as 

they 
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they ſaw Gunners and Muſqueteers do, 
and much leſs foretell an Eclipſe of the 
Moon, as Columbus did to his great ad- 
vantage 3 which things made the Indi- 
ans, even the chicfeſt of them, look up- 
on the Sparjards as perſons of a more 
than humane Nature. Now among 
| thoſe that have a true Notion of a Dei- 
| ty, which is a Being both omniparent 
and omniſcient; That he can do all, 

and more than all, that is poſſible to be 
{ performed by any way of diſpoſing of 
| Matter and Motion, 1s a Truth,that will 
be readily acknowledged, ſince he was 
able at firſt to produce the world, and 
contrive ſome part of the univerſal 
Matter of ir into the Bodies of the firſt 
Man and Woman. And that his pow- 
! erextends to the Re-union of a Soul 
* and Body that have been ſeparated by 
| Death, we may learn from the Experi- 
| ments God has been pleaſed to give of it 
| both in the Old Teſtament and the 
New, eſpecially in the raiſtag again to 
life Lazar#s andChriſe; of the latter of 
which particularly we have Proofs co- 
gent enough to ſatisfie any unprejudi- 
ced Perſon, that deſires but competent 
| Argumentsto convince him, And that 
the miraculous Power of God will be, 


as 
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as well as his Veracity is,engaged in rai- 
ſing up the Dead, and may ſuffice if it 
be ſo, we may not difficultly gather 
from that excellent Admonition of our 
Saviour to the Sadduces, where he tells 
them, ( as Telſewhere noted ) that the 
two Caules of their Errors are, their not 
knowing the Scriptures wherein God 
hath declared he wil/ raiſe the Dead, 
nor the Power of God,by which he zs able | 
to effect it, But the engagement of Gods 
Omnipo»tence is alſo in that place clearly 
intimated by S:. Paul, 4G, 26.8.where he 
asks King Agrippa and his other Audi- 
tors, why they thould think it a thing 
nor tq be belicved ( x T15ry y) that G O D 
ſhould raiſe the Dead. And the fame 
Truth is yet more fully exprelt by the 
ſame Apoſtle, where ſpeaking of Chriſt 
returning in the Glory and Power of 
his Father to judge all Mankind, after 
he has ſaid, that this divine Judge ſhall 
transform or transhgure ( way ualifey ) 
our vile Bodies ( (ſpeaking of his own, 
and thoſe of other Saints, ) to ſubjoin 
the Account on which this ſhall bedone, 
he adds , that "twill be according to the 
powerful working ( *rigywar) whereby he is 
able even to ſubdue all things to hims 
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And now 'twill be ſeaſonable to ap- 
ply what has been deliver'd inthe whole 
paſt Diſcourſe to our preſent purpoſe, 

Since then a Humane Body is not (© 
confia'd to a determinate. Bulk, but thar 
the ſame Soul being nnited to a portion 
of duly organized Matter, is ſaid tocon+ 
ſtitute the lame Man, notwithſtanding 
the vaſt differences of bigneſs that there 
may be at ſeveral times between 'the 
portions of Matter whereto the Humane 
Soul is united : i 

Since.a conhiderable part of the Hu-+ 
mane Body conſilts of Bones which ate 
Bodies. of a very determinate Nature, 
andnot apt to be defizoyed by the ape» 
ration either of Earth or Fire: _ 

Sirceof the leſs (table.and eſpecially 
the fluid-parts of a Humane. Body there 
is a far preater expencemade by ipſens 
ſible Tranſpiration than even- Philaſo- 
phers would imagine : To | 
\ Since the ſmall Particles of a refol- 
ved Body may retain their own Nature 
under: various alterations and diſguiſes, 
of which tis poſſible they may be afcer- 
wards (tripe: 

S1nce, without making a Humane Bo+ 
. dy ceaſe to be the ſame, it may be repai- 


red and augmented by the adaptation of 


congru- 
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congtuouſly diſpoſed Matter to that 
which pre-exilſted in it : 

Since,l ſay, theſe things are ſo, why 
ſhould it be impoſlible, that a moſt in- 
telligent Agent, whoſeOmnipotency ex- 
tends to all that is not truly contradi- 
ory tothe nature of things, or to his 
own , ſhould be able ſo to order and 
watch the Particles of a Humane Body, 
as that partly of thoſe that remain 1n the 
Bores, and partly of thoſe that copi- 
ouſly flie away by inſenſible Tranſpira- 
tion, and partly of thoſe that are other- 
wiſe diſpoſed of upon their reſolution, 
a competent number may be preſerved 
or retrieved; ſo that (tripping them of 
their diſguiſes, or extricating them from 
other parts of Matter, to which they 
may happen to be conjoined, he may re- 
unitethem berwixt themſelves, and, if 
need be, with particles of Matter fit to 
be contexed with them, and thereby, re- 
ſtore or reproduce a Body, which, being 
united with the former Soul, may, in a 
ſenſe conſonant to the expreſſions of 
Scripture, recompole the ſame Man, 
whoſe Soul and Body were formerly 
disjoined by Death. | 

What has been hitherto diſcours'd, 
ſuppoſes the DoCtrine of the Reſurre@i- 
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0n to be taken in a more ſtrift and lite» 
ral ſenſe , becauſe I would ſhew, that 
even according to that, the difficulties 
of anſwering what is mentioned againſt 
the poſhibility of it are not inſupera- 
ble; though [am not ignorant, that it 
would much facilttate the defence and 
explication of ſo abſtruſe a thing, if 
their opinion be admitted, that allow 
themſelves a greater latitude in ex- 
pounding the Article of the Reſurred:- 
on, as if the ſubſtance of it were: That, 
| jn regard the Humane Soul 1s the form 
of Man, ſo that whatever duly organi- 
zed portion of Matter 'tis united to, it 
therewith conſtitutes the ſame Man, the 
import of the Reſurred ion 18 fulfilled in 
this, that after Death there ſhall be an- 
other (tate, wherein the Soul ſhall no 
longer perſevere in its (ſeparate condi- 
tion, or, as it wer2, Widowhoad , but 
ſhall be again united not to an etherial 
or the like fluid Matter, but to ſuch a 
ſubſtance as may, with tolerable propri- 
ety of ſpeech, notwithſtanding its dif- 
ferences from our kouſes of 
Clay(as the Scripture ſpeaks) , 
be call'd a Humane Body. 
They that afſent to what has been 
hitherto diſcours'd ar the Poſſubility bo 
2 ac 
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the ReſurreFon of the ſame Bodies;will, 
[ preſume, be much more eilt y induc'd 
to admit the Poſhbility of the Qualifi- 
cations the #4 hriſtian Religion aſcribes 
to the glorified Bodies of the raiſed 
Saints. For, ſuppoſing the Truth of the 
Hiſtory of the Scriptures, we may ob- 
ſerve. that the Power of God has alrea- 
dy extended itſelf to the performance 
of ſuch things as import as much as we 
need infer, ſometimes by ſuſpending the 
natural actings of Bodies upon one an- 
other, and ſometimes by endowing hu- 
mane and other Bodies with preterna- 
tural Qualities. And indeed Lightneſs, 
or rather Agility, indifterent to Gravity 
and Levity, -Incorruption, Tranſparen- 
cy.and Opacity, Figure, Colour, &c. 
being but Mechanical affections of Mat- 
ter,it cannot be incredible.that the moſt 
freeand powerful Author of thoſe Laws 
of Nature, according to which all the 
Thenomena of Qualities are regulated, 
may ( as he thinks fit ) introduce, elta- 
viith, or change them in any afſlign'd 
portion of Matter, and conſequently in 
that whereof a Humane Body conſiſts. 
Thus, though Iron be a Body above 
eight times heavier, bulk for bulk, than 
Water,yet., in the caſe of £/;/o4's helve, 
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its native Gravity was render'd incffe- 


ual, and it emerg'd from the bottom ta 


the top of the water: And the gravita- 
tion of St, Peters Body was ſuſpended, 
whilſt his Maſter commanded him, and 
by that command enabled, him to come 
tohim walking on the Sea, Thus the 
Operation of the aCtivelt Body in Na- 
ture, Flame, was ſuſpended in Nebuchad- 
»i&ar's fiery Furnace, whillt Darzels 
three Companions walked unharm'd in 
thoſe Flames, that in a trice conſum'd 
the kindlers of them, Thus did the 1- 
raclites Manna, Which was of (ſo periſh- 
able a Nature, that it would corrupt in 


little above a day,when gather'd inany - 


day of the Week but that which prece- 
ded the Sabbath, keep good twice gs 
long, and when laid up before the Ark 
for a Memorial, would laſt whole Ages 
uncorrupted. And to add a Prof, that 
comes more directly home to our pur- 
poſe, the Body of our Saviour after his 
Reſurrection, though it retained the 
very impreſbons, that the Nails of the 
Croſs had made in his hands and feet, 
and the wound, that the Spear had made 
in his ſide, and was till call'd in the Scri- 
pture his Body, as indeed it was, and 
- more ſo, than , according to our paſt 
D 3 diſcourle, 
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Giſcourle, it is neceſſary that every Bo» 
dy ſhould be that is rejoin'd to the Soul 
in theReſurrection : And yet this glo- 
rified Body had the ſame Qualifications, 
that are promiſed to the Saints in their 
ſtate of Glory; St. Paul informing us, 
that our wile Bodies ſhall be transforw'd 
into the likeneſs of his glorious Body , 
which the Hiſtory of the Goſpel aſſures 
us was endow'd with far nobler Quali- 
ties than before its Death. And whereas 
the Apoſtle adds, as we formerly noted, 
that this great change of Schematiſm in 
the Saints Bodies will be effeted by the 
irrehſtible Power of Chriſt, we ſhall not 
much ſcruple at the admiſſion of ſuch an 
efte& from ſuch an Ageant,if we conſider 
how much the bare (Ight Mechanical 
alteration of the Texture of a Body 
may change its ſealible Qualities for the 
better, For without any viſible addita- 
ment, I have ſeveral times chang'd dark 
-and opacous Lead into finely colour'd 
tranſparent and ſpecifically lighter glaſs. 
And there is another inſtance, which, 
though becauſe of its obviouſneſs'tis leſs 
heeded, is yet more conſiderable: For 
who will diſtruſt, what advantageous 
changes ſuch an Agent as God can 
work by changing the Texture af a por- 
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tion of Matter, if he but obſerve,what 

happens meerly upon the account of 
ſuch a Mechanical change in the light- 

ing of a Candle that is newly blown 

out by the applying another to the aſ- 

cending ſmoke. For in the twinkling 

of an Eye, an opacous, dark, languid ans 
ſtinking ſmoke loſes all its ſtink, and is 

changed into a moſt aQive penetrant 

and ſhining Body. 
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